STUDY TOUR PACKAGE WITH LA CASA DE CRISTO
$4,490 Per person in double occupancy
$990 Single room supplement
PACKAGE INCLUDES
• International air fare between PHX–Athens & Izmir–PHX
• Izmir–Istanbul domestic flight
• 3 Nights at 4 star Parthenon Hotel in Athens or similar
• 1 Night at 3 star Meteoritis Hotel in Kalambaka or similar
• 1 Night at 4 star Grand Palace Hotel in Thessaloniki or similar
• 1 Night at 3 star Esperia Hotel in Kavala or similar
• 2 Nights at 4 star Moevenpick Golden Horn in Istanbul or similar
• 1 Night at 4 star Assos Dove Hotel in Assos or similar
• 1 Night at 4 star La Bella Hotel in Bergama or similar
• 2 Nights at 4 star Mövenpick Hotel in Izmir or similar
• 1 Night at 4 star Doğa Thermal Hotel in Pamukkale or similar
• 1 Night at 4 star Mövenpick Hotel in Izmir or similar
• Daily breakfast and 14 dinners at the hotels
• All transportation by private air-conditioned bus
• English speaking, government licensed, Bible oriented guides
• All entry fees to the sites and museums
• Sightseeing as per the itinerary
• Service charges and local taxes
• Turkish Visa and Fee
PACKAGE EXCLUDES
• Lunches and Drinks (bottled water included)
• Tips, as appropriate
• Personal Expenses (phone calls, all kind of insurances, etc)
PAYMENT PROCEDURE
• $490 deposit due with registration (or $490 + $990 single room supplement)
• $2,000 due January 27, 2019
• $2,000 due May 12, 2019 (full payment due, any balance remaining)
CANCELLATION POLICY
• On or before May 12, 2019 - No penalty (+ subject to airfare fees)
• On or before June 1, 2019 - 50% (+ subject to airfare fees)
• On or after June 2, 2019 - No refund
*Trip insurance is encouraged to avoid cancellation issues
REGISTRATION FORM ONLINE
Registration is due November 1, 2018. After that registrations
will be accepted as space permits. Spots will be filled on a
first come, first served basis. Deposit due with registration:

www.lacasadecristo.com/tour

PHYSICAL
ACTIVITY:
HIGH
This tour includes a high level
of physical activity including
large amounts of daily
walking on uneven terrain
over both natural and humanmade surfaces.
Please
consult your doctor if you
have questions about your
ability to participate.

INTERNATIONAL
BORDER
CROSSINGS
This tour includes travel
through three international
territories: The United States
of America, Greece, and
Turkey.
Participants must
have valid passports allowing
for legal passage through all
of these territories.
Your passport expiration date
must be a full 6 months past
the tour dates. If you need to
get a passport, or need to
renew an existing passport,
please start that process
immediately to avoid delays.

BROCHURE
PHOTOGRAPHS
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La Casa de Cristo
Lutheran Church
6300 E. Bell Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85254

www.lacasadecristo.com/tour

GREECE AND TURKEY
New Testament Study Tour

With La Casa de Cristo Lutheran Church
October 2-17, 2019

ITINERARY
Wednesday, October 2
DEPART PHOENIX, AZ and FLY TO ATHENS
Thursday, October 3
ARRIVE ATHENS
Transfer to hotel in Athens for dinner and overnight. (D)
Pastor Jeffrey Ruby and Pastor Matthew Knopf
invite you on a journey that you’ll never forget!
Study the Bible like never before, in the very
land of its setting! Come explore the origins of
the Christian Church in Greece and Turkey!
All three of Paul’s missionary journeys were
centered in ancient Turkey and two of them
ended in Greece. Moreover, the apostle John’s
ministry was located in Ephesus where he
wrote his gospel, three letters and the book of
Revelation. Travel by deluxe motorcoach to the
ancient cities of Athens, Corinth, Thessalonica,
Philippi, Ephesus, Priene, Hierapolis and
Assos. At these sites we will discuss the birth,
growth, trials and development of the earliest
Christian congregations as they not only
struggled to understand their new faith in Christ
but also dealt with false teachers and hostile
forces opposed to the church. At the end of the
first century, John wrote letters to the seven
churches of Revelation which were coping with
similar problems of false teaching and
persecution. Thus, we will also visit the seven
churches of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamon,
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.
We will also include a visit to time–honored
Istanbul, where you can enjoy its rich culture,
historical sites and impressive archaeological
museum.

Friday, October 4
ATHENS
Follow your guide to the world-renowned Acropolis, the
Propylaea, the Parthenon, and the Erectheum. View
Mars Hill where the apostle Paul stood and spoke to the
Athenian people and shared the Gospel (Acts 17:15-34).
See the Agora, the ancient marketplace and center of
Athenian public life, where the apostle Paul preached
“Jesus and the resurrection” (Acts 17:18) to the skeptical
Athenians. Also see the House of Parliament, the
Presidential Palace and the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier. Overnight in Athens. (B,D)
Saturday, October 5
CORINTH, CENCHRAEAE,
ELEUSIS – ATHENS
In Corinth, see the ancient
city where Paul met Aquila
and Priscilla, the tent makers,
and where the apostle spent
eighteen months sharing the
Gospel (Acts 18: 1-18). Visit the Archaeological Museum,
the Marketplace and Temples. Walk among the ruins and
stand on the Bema where Paul stood before Gallio facing
charges brought by the Jews. Visit the ancient port of
Cenchrea where Paul set sail to return to Syria (Acts
18:12-18). Later we will visit the site of Eleusis where the
sacred rites of the Eleusinian Mysteries were performed.
Overnight in Athens. (B,D)
Sunday, October 6
DELPHI – METEORA – KALAMBAKA
Travel to the scenic and historic oracle at Delphi, the
religious center of the ancient Greek world. Walk the
Sacra Via to the Athenian Treasury, the Theatre, and the
Temple of Apollo where the oracle enacted its prophetic
rituals. Visit the Museum at Delphi. Drive to Kalambaka
to visit the rock forest of Meteora in western Thessaly
and ponder the rough terrain through which the apostle
Paul walked during his missionary journey. See the
famous Byzantine monasteries perched precariously on
the summits of soaring sheer cliffs. Visit one of these
monasteries. Dinner and overnight in Kalambaka. (B,D)

“You will never read the
Bible the same way again”

Monday, October 7
THESSALONIKI
We continue our journey to Thessaloniki, the city where
Paul shared the gospel message and experienced
much opposition (Acts 17: 1-9). Here Paul established a
church to which he addressed his Thessalonian
epistles. Visit St. George’s Basilica, which tradition
claims is built over the synagogue where Paul
preached. View the Old City Ramparts, and the Galerius
Arch that rises over the Via Egnatia. Visit the
Archaeological Museum and the ancient agora. See two
of the most beautiful basilicas in the city, St. Sophia and
St. Demetrios, dedicated to a distinguished member of
the Roman army and a martyred Christian convert.
Dinner and overnight in Thessaloniki. (B,D)
Tuesday, October 8
AMPHIPOLIS – PHILIPPI – KAVALA
Drive to Amphipolis, a city that Paul visited on his
second mission. Continue to Philippi, where Paul met
and converted Lydia, a woman from Thyatira who sold
purple garments (Acts 16:13-15). Lydia was the first
Christian to be baptized on European soil. See the
theater, agora, latrines and several early Byzantine
basilicas of the city. Also visit a cistern, which was
thought to have served as a prison for the apostle Paul.
Overnight in the Kavala area. (B,D)
Wednesday, October 9
TURKEY BORDER – DRIVE ISTANBUL
Depart Kavala. Walk a portion of the Via Egnatia, the
great Roman road traversed by Paul and Silas as they
traveled from Neapolis to Philippi, Thesslonica and
onward. Drive to the Greece-Turkey border. Transfer to
your Turkish bus and guide, and continue to Istanbul
(about 5 hours drive after the border) for dinner and
overnight. Istanbul is the only city in the world spanning
two continents. Overnight in Istanbul. (B,D)
Thursday, October 10
ISTANBUL
Full day Istanbul tour; visit
the Roman Hippodrome,
the Blue Mosque with its
beautiful blue tiles, the
Hagia Sophia, the great
basilica built by
Constantine the Great
and reconstructed by
Justinian in the 6th
century, one of the world’s
greatest architectural marvels and a designated World
Heritage site. Then visit the Istanbul Archaeological
Museum. Return to the hotel for dinner and overnight.
(B,D)

Friday, October 11
ISTANBUL – TROY – ALEXANDER TROAS (Acts
16:8- 11; 20:5, 6, II Tim. 4:13, II Cor. 2:12) - ASSOS
Drive to Çanakkale. Cross the Dardanelles Strait by car
ferry. Proceed to Troy to see the legendary city of
Homer’s Iliad. Continue to Alexandrian Troas, the
important port founded by Alexander the Great. Paul
visited here at least twice (Acts 16:8-11, 20:5-13).
Dinner and overnight in Assos. (B,D)
Saturday, October 12
ASSOS – PERGAMUM (Rev. 1:11; 2:12) – BERGAMA
We will enjoy a morning tour of Assos and then leave
for Pergamum where we will visit the Acropolis with the
steepest theater of the ancient world and the Temple of
Trajan. We will also visit the Red Basilica, which was an
Egyptian Temple, later converted to a church and the
Asclepion, the ancient healing center. Dinner and
overnight in Bergama. (B,D)
Sunday, October 13
BERGAMA – THYATIRA – SMYRNA (Rev. 1:11; 2:8) –
IZMIR
Drive to Akhisar town to visit the remainder of the
Thyatira Church. Then continue to Izmir to see the
Smyrna Agora and its latest excavations. Dinner and
overnight in Izmir. (B,D)
Monday, October 14
EPHESUS – IZMIR
Visit the famous ancient city of Ephesus (Acts
18:19-24; 19:1-35; 20:16-17; 21:29, 1 Cor. 15:32; 16:8,
I Tim. 1:3 II Tim. 1:18; 4:12, Rev. 1:11, 2:1), with its
spectacular Terrace Houses, Basilica of John, the
Ephesus Archaeological Museum and the ancient
Temple of Artemis, one of the Seven Wonders of the
Ancient World. Dinner and overnight in Izmir. (B,D)
Tuesday, October 15
SARDIS (Rev. 1:11; 3:1-4) – PHILADELPHIA (Rev.
1:11; 3:7) – PAMUKKALE
Drive to Sardis, capital of ancient Lydia where the
world’s first coin was invented. See the remains of
another massive Artemis Temple. Continue to
Hierapolis, a World Heritage site and site of the church
mentioned in Colossians 4. Dinner and overnight at
hotel in Pamukkale. (B,D)
Wednesday, October 16
HIERAPOLIS – LAODICEA (Col 2:1; 4:13-16, Rev.
1:11; 3:14) – COLOSSAE – IZMIR
Morning tour of Hierapolis. See Philip’s Tomb. Drive to
nearby Laodicea to see the latest excavations. Then
drive to Colossae to see the unexcavated site. Drive to
Izmir for dinner and overnight. (B,D)
Thursday, October 17
IZMIR AIRPORT – FLY BACK TO PHOENIX, AZ

