
1) Introductions 
Have the host and the group participants all introduce themselves.  Don’t take 
too much time on this though, you only have 40 minutes max.


2) Previous Explorations 
Has anyone in the group explored parables (of any kind) before or is this your first 
time considering them?  What has your past experience been with parables, if 
any?  Have you heard parables read in church, in other settings, or in classes?  
Did your family elders ever share parables with you?


3) Parable Reflections 
What was Pastor Ruby’s main message regarding an introduction to the 
parables?  What did he share that stuck out to you?  How did he correlate 
parables with truth?


4) What is a parable? 
Our English word “parable” comes from the Greek word “parbolē”.  This word 
can mean comparison or analogy.  It was not uncommon that parables were 
shared by Jews, just as Jesus did.  These are known as mashal in the Hebrew 
traditions.  A mashal is a proverb, riddle, story, or wise saying to communicate a 
message.

Each of the texts speak of “mashal” (parable).  What are each of these Hebrew 
texts communicating about parables?

Psalm 78:1-8	 	 Proverbs 1:1-7


5) Jesus’ Parables 
Many of Jesus’ parables come to us in story form.  Before we explore these 
parables in the coming weeks, why do you think Jesus used story form?  We will 
ask this same question again at the end our weeks together.


6) Living the Parable 
Consider Psalm 69:11: “I made sackcloth also my garment; and I became a 
mashal to them” (KJV).  The author of this psalm writes out of distress and 
communicates that in wearing sackcloth (a sign of mourning) he has become a 
parable.  How can your life become a parable of God’s message?


Week 1: Wednesday, June 17 

Intro: What are Parables? 
How do they tell us the truth?


