
1) Introductions 
Have the host and the group participants all introduce themselves.  Don’t take 
too much time on this though, you only have 40 minutes max.


2) Previous Explorations 
Has anyone in the group explored parables (of any kind) before or is this your first 
time considering them?  What has your past experience been with parables, if 
any?  Have you heard parables read in church, in other settings, or in classes?  
Did your family elders ever share parables with you?


3) Parable Reflections 
What was Pastor Ruby’s main message regarding an introduction to the 
parables?  What did he share that stuck out to you?  How did he correlate 
parables with truth?


4) What is a parable? 
Our English word “parable” comes from the Greek word “parbolē”.  This word 
can mean comparison or analogy.  It was not uncommon that parables were 
shared by Jews, just as Jesus did.  These are known as mashal in the Hebrew 
traditions.  A mashal is a proverb, riddle, story, or wise saying to communicate a 
message.

Each of the texts speak of “mashal” (parable).  What are each of these Hebrew 
texts communicating about parables?

Psalm 78:1-8	 	 Proverbs 1:1-7


5) Jesus’ Parables 
Many of Jesus’ parables come to us in story form.  Before we explore these 
parables in the coming weeks, why do you think Jesus used story form?  We will 
ask this same question again at the end our weeks together.


6) Living the Parable 
Consider Psalm 69:11: “I made sackcloth also my garment; and I became a 
mashal to them” (KJV).  The author of this psalm writes out of distress and 
communicates that in wearing sackcloth (a sign of mourning) he has become a 
parable.  How can your life become a parable of God’s message?


Week 1: Wednesday, June 17 

Intro: What are Parables? 
How do they tell us the truth?



1) Parable Reflections 
What were Pastor Joel’s reflections on the parable of the workers in the vineyard?   
What stuck out to you in his message?  What are your own reflections on this 
parable? 


2) Is Grace Fair?   
In general, is grace fair?  What is “grace”?  What is “fair”?  What is grace in 
relation to being fair?  According to this parable, is God’s grace fair?


3) Grace 
Where have you seen unmerited grace in your life?


4) The Kingdom of God 
What is this parable teaching us about the operations of the kingdom of God?


5) Amazing Grace 
How does the song Amazing Grace reflect the message of the parable of the 
workers in the vineyard?


Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost, but now am found 
Was blind but now I see 

Was Grace that taught my heart to fear 
And Grace, my fears relieved 

How precious did that Grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

Through many dangers, toils and snares 
We have already come 

T'was Grace that brought us safe thus far 
And Grace will lead us home

Week 2: Wednesday, June 24 

The Parable of the 
Workers in the Vineyard 

Matthew 20:1-16 



1) Summarize the Parable 
What became of…


	 the seed that fell on the path?

	 the seed that fell on rocky places?

	 the seed that fell on thorns?

	 the seed that fell on good soil?


2) Parable Reflections 
What were Pastor Matt’s reflections on the parable of the sower?  What stuck out 
to you in his message?  What are your own reflections on this parable? 


3) What is Unique? 
What are some things unique to this parable that were not present in the parable 
that we studied last week?  


4) The Kingdom of God 
According to Mark 4:11-12, how are parables being used?  What is your reaction 
to this?  How are we to find comfort in this, if at all?


5) Parables Explained 
This parable is set apart in that Jesus offers an explanation to the parable.  Do 
you wish Jesus gave an explanation to all of his parables or is there something 
significant about the explanations being left off?  What would you prefer, each 
parable be explained in Scripture, or being left without explanation?  Is there 
more power in one or the other?  Do the parables always need explanation?


6) Kingdom of God 
What is this parable teaching us about the kingdom of God?


7) The Seed 
Where is the seed landing in your life?  What kind of ground are you allowing to 
the seed to fall into?  Are you cultivating the seed in good soil or is the seed 
falling on callous ground?  Also, what is the seed?

Week 3: Wednesday, July 1 

The Parable of 
The Sower 
Mark 4:1-20 



1) Your Reflection 
What is are your thoughts as you have reflected on this parable?


2) The Chronology 
According to the insight from Pastor Ruby… when, in Jesus’ story, was this 
parable shared?  At the beginning, middle, or end of his ministry?  What 
significance does the chronology of this parable have for us?


3) Who’s who and what’s what? 
What is the vineyard?

Who are the stewards?

Who are the servants?

Who is the son?

Who else is in this story?


4) Judgmental 
Is this parable judgmental?


5) God 
How is God portrayed in this parable?


6) God Gives 
What does God give in this parable?  How do we receive the gifts of God?


7) The Message 
How do we receive the message (the ambassadors/prophets) that God sends 
us?  Who are the prophets in our life today that we need to be listening to?  Have 
we been listening to them?

Week 4: Wednesday, July 8 

The Parable of 
The Tenants 

Matthew 21:33-44 



1) Reflections 
What is are your thoughts as you have reflected on this parable?  What stuck out 
to you about Pastor Joel’s reflection?  What surprises you most in this passage?


2) Living in Society 
In light of the parable, how do we live within an economic society and not be 
consumed by it?


3) Trustworthy in Handling Worldly Wealth 
What does it mean to you to be “trustworthy in handling worldly wealth”?


4) Jesus’ Words 
How do you feel about Jesus’ direct words: “You cannot serve both God and 
Money”?


5) Your Call 
What is God calling you to do as a result of hearing this parable?

Week 5: Wednesday, July 15 

The Parable of 
The Dishonest Manage 

Luke 16:1-13 



1) Parables 
We are now over half-way through our study of the parables.  How have your 
thoughts about the parables changed since before you began this study?  Have 
you found yourself thinking about them more?


2) Reflections 
What are your reflections on this parable?  What is Jesus teaching us?


3) Excuses 
In this passage, the excuses are dangerous.  In light of this passage, what types 
of excuses are used today?  What are excuses used to keep us away from?  How 
are excuses dangerous to the Christian faith?  Consider: The most dangerous 
excuses are those in which we fool ourselves.  How do excuses reveal our true 
priorities?


4) Who Is Invited? 
Who is ultimately invited to the great banquet?  And what does this tell us about 
God and Christianity?  What does it tell us about how the church is to operate?


5) There is Still More Room 
What are the theological implications of this powerful line, “…but there is still 
more room” (Luke 14:22).


6) Warning and Promise 
Gospel stories are often talked about in warning and promise.  What is the 
warning in this passage?  And what is the promise?

Week 6: Wednesday, July 22 

The Parable of 
The Great Banquet 

Luke 14:15-24 



1) Persistance 1 
What does being “shameless” have to do with the message of persistence in the 
first parable?  What does this understanding teach us?


2) Persistance 2 
What does “bruising” have to do with the message of persistence in the second 
parable?  What does this understanding teach us?


3) Badger 
Are we to badger God through our persistence in prayer?  How are we to 
understand persistence in going to God in prayer?   According to Pastor Jeff’s 
devotion, how are we to understand persistence in prayer?


4) Unanswered Prayers 
Are there such thing as unanswered prayers?  If not, how does God answer 
prayer?  If yes, what are we to do in the occasion of unanswered prayer?


5) St. Augustine 
How did St. Augustine approach prayer?  What do you make of that?


6) Prayer 
In what ways is prayer difficult for you?  Is waiting on God difficult?  What shall 
we do with this?


7) Honesty in Prayer 
How can we be more honest with God in our prayers?

Week 7: Wednesday, July 29 

The Parable of The Friend at 
Midnight and The Unjust Judge 

Luke 11:5-8, Luke 18:1-7 



1) Outsiders and Insiders 
Do you think this may be a story of outsiders and insiders?  If so, who are the 
outsiders?  Who are the insiders?


2) The Lost Sheep 
Who is the lost sheep?


3) The 99 Sheep 
Who are the 99 sheep?


4) Our Day 
Who are the lost of our day?


5) The Lost Coin 
What is the significance of the parable of the lost coin?


6) Ludicrous 
Is there anything ludicrous about these two parables?


7) Grace 
How are these parables of grace?


8) Life Today 
What are these parables telling us that, if we listened to, would make a difference 
for our everyday life today?

Week 8: August 5, 2020 

The Parables of the Lost 
Coin and Lost Sheep 

Luke 15:1-10 



1) Three Parables 
What do the three parables have to do with each other (lost sheep, lost coin, lost 
son, Luke 15)?  And, why three?


2) Lost and Found 
It is easy to think about a “lost” coin that becomes “found”.  What does is mean, 
in real life today, for a person to be “lost” and then “found”?


3) Rejoice 
Does the church today rejoice when one becomes “found”?


4) The Son 
How should the son be welcomed back to his father?  If at all?  What are real-life 
answers to this question and symbolic answers?  Are they the same or different?  
See next question also…


5) World Religions 
What approach would various world religions or philosophies use to approach 
the lost son?  Are you familiar with any groups that would have a particular 
approach to welcoming (or not welcoming) the son back.  Would there be 
requirements or duties to fulfill?


5) Perspective of all Characters 
Does the story change if you view it through different characters eyes?  What is 
the view and perspective of the father, the first son, or the second son?


7) Title 
What title would you give this parable that best summarizes how you understand 
the parable?


8) God 
What does this parable tell us about who God is?

Week 9: August 12, 2020 

The Parables of 
The Prodigal Son 

Luke 15:11-32 



1) Reflection 
What stuck out to you about this parable and/or Pastor Jeff’s reflection on it?


2) The Holy Huddle 
How much time do we spend outside the holy huddle, with the unchurched?


3) Patience of God 
What does this parable teach us about the patience of God? What does the 
parable teach us about our patience?


4) Evil 
Why do we fight more about the nature of evil or its origin rather than focusing on 
the temptations and traps Satan has for us?


Week 10: August 19, 2020 

The Parable of 
The Wheat and the Tares 

Matthew 13:24-30 



1) Eternal Life 
When the lawyer asks, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Let’s ponder: Is 
eternal life a result of “doing?” or, is eternal life (life forever with God) the gift 
given and the “doing” is a result of the given gift of God?


2) Grace 
If this is a Parable of Grace – where is grace in all of this?


3) With whom do you identify? 
With whom do you identify with the most in this parable right now? The Lawyer 
(always asking the tough questions)? Jesus (under great pressure to say or do the 
right thing)? The Victim (bruised and bleeding)? The Priest (too busy or too 
afraid)? The Levite (too busy or too afraid)? The Samaritan (fulfilled by passing on 
God’s love)? The “animal” (providing transportation)? The Innkeeper (constantly 
being asked to take care of someone else’s needs)? 

4) Christ Figure 
If there is a Christ figure in this parable, who do you think is the Christ figure?


5) Parables 
How has your understanding of Jesus’ parables evolved since the beginning of 
this study?

Week 11: August 26, 2020 

The Parable of 
The Good Samaritan 

Luke 10:25-37 


