
                                                                            Gideon 

                                         Week One—Participant’s Guide 

                                  The Faithful Summertime Bible Study 

 

Introduction: 

Hebrews 11 begins, “Now faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the proof of 

what is not seen. For by it our ancestors won God’s _______________.”  The next 

38 verses tell of the faithfulness of our ancestors in the faith, how they lived in 

the reality of what is hoped for, even when they could not see it. They trusted 

in God, the true faithful One, to fulfill His promises to them. They acted as if 

there was never any doubt He would do so.     

 

Thousands of years after the men and women of the Old Testament walked 

the earth, we can still learn from their _______________.   

 

Chapter 11 in Hebrews is often called the “Hall of _____________”.   Chapter 12 

begins with the answer to our “now what” question. 

 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 

throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us 

run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 

pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the 

cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 

God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will 

not grow weary and lose heart.” 

 

As we study the lives of four men, ________________, _________________, _____________ 

and _______________, who demonstrated obedience and trust in the steadfastness 

of our God, I hope you are encouraged. God fulfills His promises—every last 

one. He is worthy of our faith, our trust, and our hope.     

 

Our God has been with His people through war, exile, persecution, 

uncertainty, and silence. He is still with us today. That is what the faithful 

shout to us as we run. He is with ___________.    

 

 



Gideon: Judges Chapters 6-8  
The eleventh chapter of Hebrews gives a list of faithful people in God’s service 

down through the years: 

God called: 

_________________ at a burning bush in the desert.    

________________  as a little child lying on his bed. 

__________________on a battlefield. 

______________   __in the courts of Ahab. 

_________________while confessing his sins in the temple. 

_________________ from a fishing boat in the Sea of Galilee.     

__________________was called while asking a question. 

 

Let’s read Judges 6:1-16 

Gideon 

6 The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and for seven years he gave them into 
the hands of the Midianites. 2 Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the 
Israelites prepared shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, caves and 
strongholds. 3 Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites, 
Amalekites and other eastern peoples invaded the country. 4 They camped on the 
land and ruined the crops all the way to Gaza and did not spare a living thing for 
Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. 5 They came up with their livestock and 
their tents like swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count them or their 
camels; they invaded the land to ravage it. 6 Midian so impoverished the Israelites 
that they cried out to the LORD for help. 

7 When the Israelites cried out to the LORD because of Midian, 8 he sent them a 
prophet, who said, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up 
out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 9 I rescued you from the hand of the 
Egyptians. And I delivered you from the hand of all your oppressors; I drove them out 
before you and gave you their land. 10 I said to you, ‘I am the LORD your God; do not 
worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’ But you have not listened 
to me.” 



11 The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged 
to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to 
keep it from the Midianites. 12 When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he 
said, “The LORD is with you, mighty warrior.” 

13 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the LORD is with us, why has all this 
happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our ancestors told us about when 
they said, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the LORD has 
abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.” 

14 The LORD turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out 
of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?” 

15 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan is the 
weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” 

16 The LORD answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites, 
leaving none alive.” 

Once again, God came to the ______________ and ___________ his people. How did 

God do this? 

1.  He found a _____________ in Gideon. 

What is a practical application we can glean from this? 

God calls _________________ from unlikely settings. 

 

2.   God _________________________ Gideon’s army. 

Judges 7:2 tells us, “The Lord said to Gideon, ‘You have too many men. I cannot 

deliver Midian into their hands, or Israel would boast against me, ‘My own 

strength has saved me.’”    

 

A. God first told Gideon to dismiss all who were ____________________.   More 

than two-thirds of the men went home. Only 10,000 soldiers remained 

with Gideon.  Gideon’s army was now outnumbered 13 to 1.   

B. Then God told Gideon to dismiss all who were _________________________.   

Those who got down on their knees to drink, forgetting to keep watch 

for the enemy, were dismissed.  This time, 9,700 soldiers went home. 

Now only 300 soldiers remained.  They were outnumbered 450 to 1.    



C. The ones left behind were the __   ___________.  God required only a few, 

but the few that he had were to be ____________ and ________    _________.  

Gideon’s army numbered 300 while the Midianites numbered 135,000. 

God can frequently cut down on our resources in order that we might 

depend entirely on Him.    

 

D. What is a practical application we can glean? 

God prefers a few __________________    and ________       ________ disciples to 

multitudes of uncommitted workers.    

 

3.  Defeating an __________________. 

      

A.  Gideon was left virtually without an army. Gideon divided his army into 

three companies, which surrounded the Midianites on three sides leaving only 

one way to escape.  

      

B.   Then he gave each man a ___     _________, a ________     ___, and a _______________.     

      

C.    At the appointed time…about 10 o’clock at night: 

 

300 trumpets blasted the air 

      300 hands raised their earthen jars and smashed them to bits 

      300 soldiers burning torches pierced the darkness 

300 soldiers cried out: “The sword of the Lord and of Gideon.”  

 

D.   When Midian’s army _____________ the 300 pitchers smashing and the 300 

trumpets blaring and _______ the 300 torches waving wildly in the darkness---

they “ran, and cried, and fled.” The Midianites were thrown into panic.  The 

whole army broke up in wild disorder. In the confusion, many Midianite 

soldiers committed suicide or killed their own comrades. The remaining 

soldiers fled. The enemy of Israel was completely routed and Israel’s 

homeland once again was secure and the nation enjoyed 40 years of peace.      

E.  What application can we glean? 

God still uses ________________________ things to accomplish His purposes today.    

 

Next Week:   Nehemiah 



 

Prayer: 

Dear Lord, no matter what trials await us tomorrow, may we never forget 

the blessings you have shown us. Help us cling to you as our anchor. Help 

us to remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to us in all things.     

In Jesus' name, Amen. 

 

Viewer Guide for Video by Priscilla Shirer 

 

Distinguishing Characteristics of the Midianites 

 

*You know you are dealing with the Midianites when the trouble is coming 

from the most ____________________________ place. 

 

*You know you are dealing with the Midianites because just when you get 

your ___________ above ______________, that problem resurfaces. 

 

What Should You Expect When You are Expecting 

 

1. The crisis is not _____________________ enough to place you out of the reach 

of God.    Isaiah 59:1 

 

2.  The crisis does _________________ you for your ___________________.   

Judges 6:12-13 
 

      God is more interested in changing your _______________than He is your          

_______________________.   Luke 19:17, Hebrews 11:32-34, Judges 6:12 

 

 No matter how you feel, what the _______________________ says about you is 

________________.   1 Peter 2:9 

 

3. Your _______________ does not ____________________ your ___________________. 

Judges 6:11-12, 14 

 

The angel of the LORD ________________ (v.11), ____________________(v.12) 

_____________________ (v.14) 



Group Discussion Questions: 

 

1. Introduce yourself at your table and share a little information about 

yourself. 

 

2. Who is your favorite Old Testament hero and why? 

 

3. What is one thing you took away from tonight to help you in your walk 

with God? 

 

4. In what way do you have to “deal with the Midianites” in your life? 

 

5. The angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon.  What expectations do you 

think believers have of how God reveals Himself? 

 

6. How do you think these expectations have been formed and how might 

these beliefs keep people from recognizing a God encounter in their life? 

 


