
Nehemiah 

Week Two—Participant’s Guide 

The Faithful Summertime Bible Study 

 

If you have ever looked at a messy situation and thought, “_____________ ought to 

do _______________,” you’ll understand the passion Nehemiah felt for Jerusalem. 

 

Nehemiah: 

Was not in _______________________ ministry. 

He was in __________________________ work. 

He wasn’t trained in ___________________________. 

He was a ______________________________. 

He was not at the same _________________________________. 

When God wants to use _________, those things don’t matter. 

 

 

Let’s read Nehemiah 1: 

 

Nehemiah’s Prayer 

1 The words of Nehemiah, son of Hakaliah: 

In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was in the citadel of 

Susa, 2 Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other men, and I 

questioned them about the Jewish remnant that had survived the exile, and also 

about Jerusalem. 

3 They said to me, “Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are 

in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its 

gates have been burned with fire.” 

4 When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and 

fasted and prayed before the God of heaven. 5 Then I said: 



“LORD, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of   

love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear be 

attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is praying before 

you day and night for your servants, the people of Israel. I confess the sins we 

Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, have committed against 

you. 7 We have acted very wickedly toward you.  We have not obeyed the 

commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses. 

8 “Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are 

unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, 9 but if you return to me and 

obey my commands, then even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I 

will gather them from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a 

dwelling for my Name.’ 

10 “They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great 

strength and your mighty hand. 11 Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of 

this your servant and to the prayer of your servants who delight in revering your 

name. Give your servant success today by granting him favor in the presence of 

this man.” 

I was cupbearer to the king. 

So who is Nehemiah and what can we learn from him? 
 

1.   ____________________________ ministry is not required. 

 

Three men played important roles in the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the wall: 

_____________________________:   the prince who represented the political side. 

_____________________________:   a priest and a scribe 

_____________________________:   a layman 



When we first meet Nehemiah, he is working as a “__________________________” for 

King Artaxerxes. 

He held the king’s highest _____________________. 

 

2.  ___________________ about everything. 

 

A.  Something that stands out about Nehemiah’s prayer is that he 

confessed to God for the sins the Israelites had committed, 

_______________________ _____________________.   

 

B.  _____________________, ________________, and ___________________ characterized  

Nehemiah.    

 

C. Pray before you _________________. 

Pray as you _________. 

Pray when you’re between a rock and a __________ ____________. 

Pray about ____________________. 

 

3.  ____________ about the things of God.   

Now as much as Nehemiah cared about Jerusalem, he didn’t want to run ahead 

of God. So, as was his typical practice, he _______________________ about it. 

 

4.  God _______________________ different people different ways.   

 

5.  God sees your __________________________.    

 

Next Week:  Hosea 



Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord, no matter what trials await us tomorrow, may we never 

forget the blessings you have shown us. Help us cling to you as our 

anchor. Help us remember your steadfast love and faithfulness for us in 

all things. Help us to be like Nehemiah and remember to always come to 

you in prayer before we act. Help us to be faithful to You. In Jesus' name, 

Amen.  

 

Video Guide 

 

Nehemiah 1:5 

Then I said: 

“LORD, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of 
love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear be 
attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is praying before 
you day and night for your servants, the people of Israel.  I confess the sins we 
Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, have committed against 
you. 7 We have acted very wickedly toward you.  We have not obeyed the 
commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses. 

Notes From Video 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Group Discussion Questions: 

1. Nehemiah 2:16 says:  16 The officials did not know where I had gone or 

what I was doing, because as yet I had said nothing to the Jews or the 

priests or nobles or officials or any others who would be doing the work. 

Why do you think Nehemiah kept his mission a secret at first?  What 

might have happened if he’d told of his idea too early?  What has God 

put on your heart to do?  Share with your group. 

 

2. Have you ever forced a plan or a dream that, in retrospect, you realized 

God’s hand wasn’t on?  If so, what did you learn from this experience? 

 

 

3. From the video, how did Katie’s story impact the way you think about 

repentance?  What impacted you the most? 

 

 

4. Share with your group something you have dreamed about doing to 

help others but never felt equipped (talent, money, etc.) to do. 

 

  

 


